·                         On Simchas Torah we finish the Torah and then start all over again. The last word of the Torah is Yisroel and the first word of the Torah is Bereishis. The last letter is a Lamed and the first letter is a Beis. When we combine the last letter of the Torah with the first letter we come out with the word  Lev which means heart. It’s not enough to just know the Torah we must know how to apply it with our heart. We must apply as Abraham did. You must be a mentch even before you can apply the principle of the Torah. The Rabbis even go so far as to tell us that if we do not do this then the Torah can become a Sam or a poison.

Abraham is credited with being the founder of monotheism. But this is not true. Noah was alive until Abraham was 58 years old. Noah’s son and grandson Shem & Ever had a Yeshiva, which taught monotheism. Yitzchak and Yaakov according to tradition attended this Yeshiva. Avraham was the first to teach that believe in

  G-d  is not enough. You also must be a mentch, a moral person. One of the words for a mentch in Hebrew is Gever. The letters of that word are Gimmel, Bet, Rash, which the Rabbis say stand for Gemillas Chasodem, the doing of deeds of kindness, Baishan which stands for being a refined individual and 

Rachmones, which stands for being an empathetic, sympathetic, merciful individual. Abraham was the first one to stress the importance of being a mentch, which is what ethical monotheism means.  He taught us all that we should always strive to be a mentch.  This point is driven home, the Rabbi’s tell us, by the Torah having us learn about Cain, the evil generation of the flood and the evil generation of the Tower of Babel before we learn about Abraham.  Before we can learn how to apply the Torah we must learn how to control jealousy, our lust for material things, and our striving to make a big name for ourselves. As the Rabbis teach good character traits precedes even the learning of Torah.

Also this Simchas Torah all the 54 Torah portion of my Torah Concepts Book 1 and 8 were translated into Spanish, thanks to Hector & Seila Flores, Rene Diosdado and Sara Qeyros.   Thanks also to Michael Davis for all his help. Several audio tapes on the Nusach (Special Tunes) of the high Holidays were also put on my website 

